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Bush ‘The Game is Over’

President says he would welcome second
*| Security Council resolution to authorize
| use of military forceto disarmlraq

Thefollowingaretheremarksof Presdent Bush Thursday onIraqg,
after meetingwith Secretary of Sate Colin Powell, astranscribed by
eMediaMillWorksInc.:

I want to thank Secretary Powell for his careful and pow
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erful presen Thedanger Saddam Hussein posesreaches
across the world. Thisisthe situation aswe find it.
Twelve years after Saddam Hussein agreed to disarm,
and 90 days after the Security Council passed Resolution 1441
by a unanimous vote, Saddam Hussein was required to make
afull declaration of its weapons programs; he has not done
s0. Saddam Hussein was required to fully cooperate in the
disarmament of his regime; he has not done so.
Saddam Hussein was given afinal chance; heisthrowing

“ Thedictator of Iraqg ismaking hischoice.
Now, the nations of the Security Council
must make their own.”

See Game Over, page 4

elcome to the
inaugural edltlon
of the Patriot Press!

U.S. Central Command Buildup Continues

By Jim Garamone, American ForcesPress Service

he U.S. military
buildupintheU.S.
Central Command

(CENTCOM) area of op-
eration is continuing, with
more than 100,000 troops
now serving in the region,

cludes some 9,000 person-
nel involvedin operationsin
Afghanistanand thousandsof
othersdeployed to countries
around that theater of opera-
tions, theofficialssad.
Thelargest Army unit to

wait. Other Army units most
notably the4th Infantry Di-
vision from Fort Hood,
Texas, have received de-
ployment orders.

There are 35,000 Ma-
rines in the area of opera-

In the months to come,
we hope to provide you,
the residents of Camp
Patriot, a source of news,
sportsand local informa-
tionthat you find valuable
and entertaining.

DoD officidssaidrecently.  deploy totheareaisthe3rd tions. Thelst MarineExpe-  Your input and submis-
The CENTCOM region Infantry Divisonoutof Forts  ditionary Forcehas 15,000 sionsaregreatly appreci-
sprawlsfromKazakhstanto  Stewart and Benning in ated and alwayswelcome.
Kenya. Thetroop total in-  Georgia. That unitisin Ku- See Buildup, page 5 -- the Editor
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Golden:

By YN1 Rebecca Mulvain
hen Boatswain’s Mate 2nd Class Cecil
W McLaughlinfirst joined the Navy, the United
States was involved in combat operationsin
Vietnam. Hewasdtill on duty during Operation Desert Sorm
when U.N. codlitionforcesliberated Kuwait fromIraqgi in-
vaders.

Now, morethan aquarter of acentury later, McLaughlin
findshimself onceagain onthefront lineof freedomin South-
west Asia. Ashe celebrates his golden 50th birthday on
February 27 at * Camp Patriot” in Kuwait, heisdeployedin
support of Operation Enduring Freedom.

“I lovemy country and | lovemy freedom. I’'mnot really
ready toretireyet. | guess!’ |l beforever youngwhilel’'m
gl serving,” saddMcLaughlin.

Petty Officer McLaughlinwasbornin Danville, Va After
enlistingintheU.S. Navy, heattended Recruit Trainingin
Orlando, Fla., and went on to serve aboard two ships be-
fore he separated from the active duty Navy in 1974 and
joined the Naval Reserve. Hereturned to active duty in
1990, serving aboard two more ships and the U.S. Navy
Cargo Handling and Port Group.

McLaughlinplanstoretirein 2006. Hiswedth of expe-
rienceand maturity hasnot gone unnoticed by hispeers.

“I’'veknown McLaughlinfor about four and ahalf years
now,” said Boatswain’sMate 2nd ClassWilliam Whitaker
from Raleigh, N.C. “The most important thing about
McLaughlinisthat he'saman and father that whom every
kidintheworldwouldliketo have.”

“When you’ ve been around the service so long, it be-
comesapart of you,” said McLaughlin. “I know when!’ll
hear newsreportsabout the Navy worldwide| aready know
I’1l want to be back in the Navy again with my shipmates.”

CHAPGRU Sallor serves Navy
more than quarter of a century

McLaughlin worksfor the Navy Cargo Handling and
Port Group, acommand supporting Commander, Maritime
Prepositioning Forcein Kuwait.

BM2(SW) C. McLaughlin celebrates his50th birthday in the up-
coming month. After more than 25 years in military service,
McLaughlin says he's not ready to retire just yet. (U.S. Navy
photo by PH3 Aaron Pineda)
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Joint Medical Staff Prepare to
Provide Best Care in Kuwait

By JO1 Joseph Krypel

recently participated in amass casualty drill herein support of Operation Endur
ing Freedom.
Thedrill wasthe culmination of weeks of regular training exercises designed to prepare
the medical staff and support personnel for future operations.
“One of our primary goals is to test the response capabilities of the joint American-
Kuwaiti Medical Center and its staff,” said Task Force 51 medical planner Lt. Cmdr. Jerry
Gardner, of Elizabethtown, Ky.

“We all preparein our specific areas on aregular basis, and with close coordination
and planning between the Navy, Marine Corps and Kuwaiti assets we can do anything
that ismedically required of ushere,” said Gardner, 41.

With acombined total medical staff of morethan 30 peopl e responding, the day-to-day

Q joint-service American and Kuwaiti military force of morethan 1,500 personnel

NBC /CBR-D
Training Note

Now isthetimeto start preparing your
chemical over boots, commonly re-
ferredtoas“fish boots.” Ensureyou
havetwo pair! Startingwiththesingle
eyelet at thetoe of the boot, tieagirth
hitchwiththeblack lacesprovided with
theboots. Oncethehitchisin place,
runthebitter endsfrom outsidetoin-
sidethroughthemiddlieeyelets. Pre-
paring the bootsthisfar will saveyou
timeinthefuture. Also, if youaremiss-
ing any gear, or you are unsure of the

operations of thejoint medical facility quickly turned from sick-call and immunizationsto
field triage and treatment.

Gardner explained that the shift in operations was something that every member of his
staff was prepared for. “We've organized teams based on the known assets we have on
hand. Our teamsare comprised of sailors, Marinesand Ku-waiti medical staff, aswell as
othersfrom around Camp Patriot that will act as stretcher-bearers and masters-at-arms.”

For the purposes of this exercise, the joint medical staff was

confronted with avery real possible threat: falling debris from an
intercepted, inbound missile.
According to Cmdr. James Gregory, Director of Trauma, fiveto 10
individual swere sel ected to act as casualtiesin multiplelocations around Camp Patriot. “ Thisisto test our communications and response;
it wouldn't beavery good test if we all knew what and where something like thiswas going to happen.” Gregory, a44-year-old reservist
recalled to active duty isatraumasurgeon in Champaign, lllinois.

Oncethedrill began and the mock casualties arrived, all reacted with the utmost professionalism. “It wasrewarding to seeall our assets
pull together in such afast and professional way,” said Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class
Shane Lane, a34-year-old reservist from Kansas City, Mo., who played therol e of an off-
site responder. “Although we had some language barriers, the team-play between our
Kuwaiti colleagues was excellent. There was very little question as to what we were
there for and what we had to do in order save lives.”

Although the
medica goalswereto
test response time
and preparedness of
theclinic, other play-
erswereand would beinvolvedintheevent of atruecrisis. Lt. Cmdr. FrancisFoley, one
of Camp Patriot’s chaplains and a Roman Catholic priest, described hisrole as one that
can shift from one extremeto another.

“Theroleof thereligious programs staff isto determinethefaith group of the patients
being treated, and to provide the best possible human care and comfort,” explained
Father Foley, 44, from Philadelphig, Pa. “Intheevent of injury, seriousor otherwisg, itis
our roleto provide sacraments, spiritual comfort and in some cases, last rites.”

L asting about one hour, Camp Patriot’sfirst test of medical response was considered
to be a complete success by its staff and planners.

“All roleswere covered, and while communications around the camp and the differ-
ent commands could be improved, we have made significant progress in our ability to
respond to mass casualty situations,” summed up Gardner.

gear you are supposed to have, ask
your supervisor for assistance. Keep
an eye on the plan of the day for up-
comingdrillsandtraining sessons

“It wouldn’t be a very good test if we all knew
what and where something like this was go-
ing to happen.” Cmdr. JamesGregory

“In the event of injury, serious or otherwise,
itis our roleto provide sacraments, spiritual

comfort and in some cases, last rites.”
Lt. Cmdr. FrancisFoley

HM2 Melissa Gornitzka asesses a patient during Camp
Patriot’s recent mass casualty drill. More than 30 Ameri-
can and Kuwaiti medical personnel provided treat-
ment to mock casualties. (Photo by JO1 Joseph Krypel)
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Chaplains Corner . ..

O ur numbers here at Camp Patriot have been growing steadily since the be

ginning of December. The camp chapel was constructed on record time

by the “Can Do” SeaBees of ACB 1 in time for our first services on January
19™ and we had our four regular services. Since that time Chaplains Greg Todd,
Lutheran Missouri Synod, with 2D FSSG [FWD] and Jeffrey Seiler, Episcopal Church,
have been joined by Chaplain Frank Foley, Roman Catholic Church. We are steadily
covering all the spiritual care and worship opportunities.

The mission we are all embarked upon is a noble and a sobering one. As part of
Operation Enduring Freedom we are called upon to participate in a most difficult
task of forging the peace instead of keeping the peace. The events of 9-11 have
taught us that our past posture of readiness and vigilance must be replaced by more
aggressive, forward leaning expeditionary force components. Our cause takes us
from family and friends and places us in a harsh environment. We are trained and
ready for the task if we keep ourselves vigilant on a daily basis.

The Chaplains are here to assist those serving in their spiritual and moral lives by
offering as wide a variety and in depth worship experience as possible, providing the
materials for individual and group study and nourishment, and the readily available
counsel and guidance anyone might need. We are here to serve and to see each
person achieve their own fulfillment in an environment full of challenges. It is an

honor for all of us to be here.

GameOve ...

Cont’d from page 1

that chance away. The dictator of Iraq
is making his choice. Now, the nations
of the Security Council must maketheir
own.

On Nov. 8, by demanding the imme-
diate disarmament of Irag, the United
Nations Security Council spoke with
clarity and authority. Now, the Security
Council will show whether its words
have any meaning. Having made its de-
mands, the Security Council must not
back down when those demands are de-
fied and mocked by a dictator.

The United States would welcome
and support a new resolution which
makes clear that the Security Council
stands behind its previous demands.

Yet resolutions mean little without re-
solve. And the United States, along with
agrowing codlition of nations, isresolved
to take whatever action is necessary to
defend ourselves and disarm the Iragi
regime.

September the 11th, 2001, the Ameri-
can people saw what terrorists could do
by turning four airplanes into weapons.

We will not wait to see what terrorists
or terrorist states could do with chemi-
cal, biological, radiological or nuclear
weapons.

Saddam Hussein can now be ex-
pected to begin another round of empty
concessions and transparently false de-
nials. No doubt hewill play alast minute
game of deception.

The gameisover. All the world can
rise to this moment. The community of
free nations can show that it is strong
and confident and determined to keep
the peace. The United Nations can re-
new its purpose and be a source of sta-
bility and security in theworld. The Se-
curity Council can affirm that it is able
and prepared to meet future challenges
and other dangers. And we can give
the Iragi people their chance to live in
freedom and choose their own govern-
ment.

Saddam Hussein has made Irag into
a prison, poison factory and a torture
chamber for patriots and dissidents.
Saddam Hussein has the motive and the
means and the recklessness and the ha-
tred to threaten the American people.
Saddam Hussein will be stopped.

Thank you.

Quick Reference
Phone Numbers

Watch Officer
618-6700

Medical Clinic
617-7280

Thanks for
Calling!

PaTRIOT
oooo
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Camp Patriot
Chapel Services

Chaplains:
Cmdr. Jeffrey H. Seiler, CHC

Lt. Cmdr. FrancisFoley, CHC
Lt. Cmdr Gregory Todd, CHC

Catholic Mass

1Y SR 1130
57 (10 Y/ 1700
SV 0 = Y/ 0830

Tues......... Rosary/Confessions.....1930

Pentecostal Worship

THUISAAY......eceeeeeereeeeeereereseeseeseanenas 1800
Jewish Shabat
o 10 Y 1800
Buddhist Prayer
57 (10 Y/ 1200
Protestant Worship
ST 0 - YA 1000

Episcopal / Lutheran Communion
573 0= V2SS 1100

Prayer and Praise
1S5V 0 = Y/ 2030
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DoD Mourns, Helps After Columbia Tragedy

By Jim Garamone, American Forces Press Service

NASA Administrator Sean O’ Keefe said the
loss of the Space Shuttle Columbia and its
crew of seven a“tragic day” for the NASA
family and America.

The orbiter broke apart above north-cen-
tral Texas as it maneuvered for a plan-ned
landing at the Kennedy Space Center, Fla.,
inabout 15 minutes. The shuttlewas at about
203,000 feet and going about 12,500 mph, or
Mach 18, when the accident occurred.

Five of the seven astronauts aboard were
serving U.S. military officers. Air Force Col.
Rick D. Husband, Navy Cmdr. William C.
McCool, Air ForceLt. Col. Michael P Ander-
son, Navy Capt. David M. Brown and Navy
Cmdr. (Dr.) Laurel B. Clark were presumed
lost in the accident. Mission Specialist
KapanaChawlaand Isradli air force Cal. Ilan
Ramon also died.

NASA Administrator O’ Keefe notified
President Bush of the accident soon after it

happened. The president assured O’ Keefe
of the full support of the government.

“The Department of Defense will do ev-
erything asked of usby thelead federal agen-
cy — the Federal Emergency Management
Agency,” said aDoD spokesman.

Bush spoke to the nation about the loss
of the astronauts. “In an age when space
flight has come to seem almost routine, itis
easy to overlook the dangers of travel by
rocket, and the difficulties of navigating the
fierce outer atmosphere of the Earth,” the
president said. “ These astronauts knew the
dangers, and they faced themwillingly, know-
ing they had a high and noble purpose in
life. Because of their courage and daring
andidedism, wewill missthemdl themore.”

O’ Keefe said therewas no indication that
anything from the ground affected the Co-
lumbia. He announced the formation of an
externa review group. Thegroup, whichwill

include representatives from the Air Force
and Navy, will have full accessto all data
involved inthe mishap. NASA will also em-
panel an internal mishap group.

DoD will makeall applicableinformation
available, including radar reports generated
out of U.S. Strategic Command and the North
American Aerospace Defense Command.
Also, the DoD Manned Space Flight Sup-
port Officewill work closely withNASA, the
Department of Homeland Security and
FEMA. (FEMA officidly will becomepart of
DHSby March 1.)

U.S. military basesin Texas are standing
by to assist FEMA in any way possible. And
the newly formed U.S. Northern Command
will also help civilian authorities upon re-
quest.

Avisibly moved O’ K eefe spoke of themis-

See Shuttle, page 6

Buildup. . .

Cont’d from page 1

Marines in Kuwait. Roughly 7,200
Marinesare aboard Amphibious Task
Force East, and 5,000 others are
aboard the Amphibious Task Force
West. Thousands of Sailors man the
shipscarryingtheMarines.

The Navy has deployed the USS
Constellation (CV 64) and USS
Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72) carrier
battle groupsto the Centra Command
areaof operations. They arecurrently
intheArabian Seaareaand are part of
Central Command'’s 5th Fleet. Each
group has 8,500 to 10,000 Sailors
aboard.

TheUSSHarry S. Truman (CVN
75) carrier battlegroup isinthe Medi-
terranean Seaaspart of the6th Fleetin
the U.S. European Command area of
operations.

The USS Theodore Roosevelt
(CVN 71) hasfinished traininginthe
Caribbean andistransiting in support
of theglobal war onterror, Navy offi-
cidssad.

Marine Corps News:
2D FSSG (FWD) Promotions

Congratulations to the Marines of 2nd Force Service Support
Group (Fwd) who have recently been promoted. Second FSSG
(FWD) is homported at Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Pfc. Caorporal

JamesR. Green
ChrisD. Morrow
Gerald R. Weidman

Lance Cpl.
Bruce D. Carlson

Gregory C. Collins
Miller J. Delius
James Ellison
Robert Espinal
Aaron D. Gilbert
Matthew O. Jones
Charles D. Keating
Nikki Lawson

Joel A. Mann
Jeffrey K. Meyer
ChrisH. Miller
Michael J. Nichols
Benjamin S. Noland
John J. Pena
Gregory Sephenson
Patrick Strickland
Thomas G Wanger
David L. Webb

WiIliam J. Boddy
Freeda Breedlove
Mark A. Bruce
Paul A. Clark
Bobby J. Cotton
Emanuel Garcia
Daniel B. Garza
Dustin B. Hicks
Clifford W, Hilburne
Juan N. Jiminez
K. Lumfuakiadi
KevinD. Morris
Theron D. Nelson
Roger M. Picard
WIliamB. Pinson
Joseph P. Rice
Jason W. Romlein
Rudolf Sedano
Michael R. Smith
Ronnie B. Sprouse
Howard J. Tudor
Jeffrey P. Wiliams

Sergeant
Julian Arango

Harold Capps/11
Phondrell Crawford
Nathan Crocker
Jeremy D. Deverdll
John P. Ertel

David A. Hansen
Brett B. Lombardi
Shontate C. Morley
Carissa Rosenbohm
Ricardo H. Saldana
Gabridl A. Santos
Timothy P. Scott
Craig T. Wells

Staff Sqt.
Christopher Bates

Hezekiah M. Grice
Gunnery Sqt.

Travis C. Cooper
Barry E. Croke
Shawn P. Dorer
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White House dismisses North Korea rhetoric

Associated Press

esidential spokesmanAri Heischer said thereisa“real causefor

Poncern” over North Korea sassertionsthat pre-emptive attacks

onitsnuclear facilitieswouldtrigger “tota war.” Herelterated that
President Bush believesthe standoff can beresolved peacefully.

U.S. officid shave spoken before about their ability to respondto any
potential hostile action by North Korea, in part to dispel any hopes
Pyongyang may have about taking advantage of Bush’sfocuson Irag.
Thenuclear standoff with North Korea, which intensified last fall, has
complicated Bugh'seffortstoraly thenation and skeptica world leaders
behind hisbid to disarm Saddam Hussain.

Although Washington has repeatedly said it hasno plansto invade

North Korea, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said latethisweek
that restarting the nuclear program woul d givethe North atroubling op-
tion— making nuclear weaponsfor itself or selling them to any other
country.

“That issomething theworld hasto takevery serioudy,” hesaid. “It's
aregimethat isaterrorist regime. It'saregimethat hasbeeninvolvedin
thingsthat are harmful to other countries.”

The harsh exchange began when North K oreasaid it was putting the
operation of itsnuclear facilitiesona“normal focting,” triggering fearsit
wasabout to produce weaponsmaterials.

Itisunclear how far North Koreahasproceeded in reectivating facilities.

Sittle. ..

Cont'd from page 5

hap during a Feb. 1 press conference from
Kennedy Space Center. “It started out as a
pretty happy morning awaiting the landing
of STS-107,” hesaid. “We highly anticipated
their return, because we couldn’t wait to con-
gratulatethem for their extraordinary perfor-
mance and their excellent efforts on the sci-
ence mission on this very important flight.

“(Thecrew) dedicated their livesto push-
ing the scientific challengesfor al of ushere
on Earth. They dedicated themselvesto that
and did it with a happy heart, willingly and
with great enthusiasm. The loss of thisval-
iant crew issomething we will never beable
to get over.”

O’ Keefe said he told the families of the
astronautsthat hewill do everything to help
them “work their way through this horrific
tragedy.”

NASA Associate Administrator for Space
Flight Bill Ready said the families are bear-
ing up to the tragedy with an incredible a
mount of dignity. “One thing came across
loud and clear aswewerevisitingwith them,”
hesaid. “ They knew the crew was absol utely
dedicated to the mission that they were per-
forming ... . They believed inwhat they were
doing.”

Ready said thefamiliestold NASA to“find
what happened, fix it, and move on. We can-
not let their sacrificebeinvain.”

The Columbiamishap occurred almost 17
yearstotheday after the Space Shuttle Chal-

lenger explosion. On Jan. 28, 1986, Chalenger
erupted in aball of flames about one minute
after liftoff from Kennedy Space Center.
Seven astronautsdied in that mishap, among
them three military officers: Navy Captain
Michael J. Smith, Air ForceLt. Col. Francis
Richard“Dick” ScobeeandAir ForceLt. Col.
Ellison S. Onizuka.

Thirty-six yearsago, on Jan. 27, 1967, three
astronauts died in a flash fire at Kennedy
Space Center during alaunch pad test of the
Apollo/Saturn space vehicle being prepared
for thefirst piloted flight.

Air ForceLt. Col.

Virgil I. “Gus’ Grissom, Air Force Lt. Col.
Edward H. Whiteand Navy Lt. Cmdr. Roger
B. Chaffee were victims of that tragic acci-
dent.

What You Had to Say.

Eachweek, theresi-
dentsof Camp Petriot
will havethe oppor-
tunity to voicetheir
opinionon aparticu-
lar topic. Thisweek,
the recently opened
internet cafe opened.
Thisweeksquestion [\ sa
wes "

HOWhaStheOpen SK3LatonyaSarks
ing of theinternet ace-1

cafe affected your "It's good. Now | can
morale? _rmkecorrmsvmth my fam-
ily and get my courses
on-lineso | can study for
2nd class."

(U.S Navy photos by
PH3 Aaron Pineda)

YN3(AW) JulieFoster
NSEAdmin

"I think it's glorious be-
causel fed likel’'mmore
connected to the outside
world now."

Cmdr. Jeffery Seiler SK3(SCW)TomGuerra
Chaplain Corps ACB-1
" It'sgreat we have ac-  “ It'sgreat to have but we

cess, any contact with
family and friends back
homeisa great boost to
morale.”

need more computers so
folks can have more
time.”
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Men’s NCAA Divison 1 Rankings
Week 13 (Feb. 3-9)

Rank Team Record
1 Florida (16) 18-2
2. Arizona (8) 16-2
3. Texas (5) 14-3
4, Pittsburgh (1) 15-2
5. Oklahoma 15-3
6. Louisville (1) 16-1
7. Kentucky 16-3
8. Maryland 14-4
9. Duke 14-3
10. Notre Dame 18-3
1. Kansas 15-5
12. Oklahoma Sate 17-2
13. Creighton 19-2
14. Marquette 15-3
15. Wake Forest 15-2
16. Illinois 15-4
17. Connecticut 13-4
18. Georgia 13-5
19. Xavier 15-4
20. Alabama 13-5
21. Syracuse 14-3
22. Missouri 13-4
23. Oregon 15-5
24. Mississippi S. 13-5
25. Purdue 14-4
Thursday Scores

(2) Arizona 88 - Washington 85, Virginia 86
(8) Maryland 78, (15) Wake Forest 73- N.C.
Sate 58, (23) Oregon 79 - Sanford 64

NBA OVERALL STANDINGS
Eastern Conference

Atlantic W L PCT GB
New Jersey 34 15 694 -
Boston 27 22 551 7
Philadephia 25 24 510 9
Washington 24 25 490 10
Orlando 24 26 480 105
New York 21 27 438 125
Miami 17 32 347 17
Central W L PCT GB
Indiana 34 15 694 -
Detroit 32 15 681 1
Milwaukee 25 23 521 85
New Orleans 26 24 520 85
Atlanta 19 30 .38 15
Chicago 17 32 347 17
Toronto 14 34 292 195
Cleveland 10 40 .200 245
Western Conference

Midwest W L PCT GB
Dallas 38 10 .782 ---
San Antonio 33 16 673 55
Utah 29 20 592 95
Minnesota 29 20 542 95
Houston 26 22 542 12
Memphis 13 35 271 25
Denver 12 37 245 265
Pacific W L PCT GB
Sacramento 34 17 667 ---
Portland 32 16 .667 05
Phoenix 29 21 580 45
LA Lakers 24 23 511 8
Seattle 21 27 438 115
Golden Sate 21 27 438 115
LAClippers 17 32 347 16
Thursday Scores

LA Lakers114 - NY 109, San Antonio 83 - Den-
ver 74, Milwaukee 97 - Seattle 91

NHL OVERALL STANDINGS
Eastern Conference

Atlantic GPW L T OTL PTS
NewJersey 52 33 12 3 4 73
Philadelphia 53 28 14 9 2 67
NYldanders 52 24 21 5 2 55
NYRangers 57 21 27 7 2 51
Pittsburgh 54 21 24 4 5 51
Northeast GPW L T OTL PTS
Ottawa 55 33 14 7 1 74
Toronto 54 29 20 4 1 63
Boston 53 27 19 5 2 61
Montreal 55 21 22 7 5 54
Buffalo 51 15 25 7 4 41
Southeast GPW L T OTL PTS
Washington 55 25 20 7 3 60
TampaBay 54 22 20 7 5 56
Florida 54 16 20 10 8 50
Carolina 54 17 26 6 5 45
Western Conference

Central GPW L T OTL PTS
. Louis 55 28 15 8 4 68
Detroit 54 27 16 9 2 65
Chicago 54 22 19 10 3 57
Columbus 53 20 25 6 2 48
Nashville 53 17 23 9 4 47
Northwet GP W L T OTL PTS
\ancouver 54 30 16 8 O 68
Edmonton 53 25 16 6 6 62
Minnesota 53 26 18 8 1 61
Colorado 52 22 14 11 5 60
Calgary 54 17 26 8 3 45
Pacific GPW L T OTL PTS
Dallas 54 30 11 12 1 73
Anaheim 53 23 19 7 4 57
San Jose 52 20 21 6 5 51
LosAngeles 53 21 24 4 4 50
Pheonix 52 19 22 7 4 49
Thursday Scores

Boston 6 - Montreal 3, Toronto 3 - Tampa Bay 2,
Philadelphia 2 - Ottawa 2, Florida 6 - Pitts-
burgh 0, Colorado 1 - Detroit 0, Chicago 2 -
Calgary 2, Rangers4 - S. Louis4

‘Kickin’ good time at soccer field
With the hustle of hard work over the past
month, U.S servicemen and women re-
cently took time to participate in a sports
day with our host nation. A three-compe-
tition day placed the U.S against the Ku-
waitis in volleyball and tug-a-war. After
competing against each other for two
events, the ongoing partnership burst
through as our nations combined players
for the final activity of the day -- soccer.
Following the competitions a fantastic
lunch, which included batter fried shrimp,
was served to all. (U.S Nawy Photo by
PH3 Aaron Pineda)
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Are reality shows killing the sitcom??

There's lots of talk these days about how so-called ‘’'reality TV,” whether it's the
giddyup-and-con-'em’ “ Joe Millionaire” or the songbird-screeching of “ American
Idol,” ischanging the TV industry, and probably for theworse. The argument goes

like this:

ith the rise of
reality shows,
whicharechegp

to produceand usualy have
shorter runs than your
averagesitcom or hour-long
dramatheeconomy of TV is
changing.

Networksaremorelikely
to go with the cheaper
product and spend less on
developing new seriesthat
will forward the great
progressof television.

Talented actors, writers,
and producerswill beput out
of work, replaced by no-
bodies who become 15-
minutes-of-fame Some-
bodies.

Entertainment Weekly
says hooey, with some res-
ervations. Here's the
positive side of the reality
revolution:

® Redlity TV isnever
goingtodriveout Stcomsand
dra-mas; it’s just become
another genre, competingin
the marketplace. If the

market-place (that is, prime
time) becomes overloaded
with such product, viewers
will tune away, so don't
worry about ABC, CBS,
and NBC becoming all-
redity, dl thetime.
® [t's no wonder
peoplewould rather watch,
say, ‘' JoeMillionaire” than
“’The Practice.” At this
pointinboth shows runs|it's
“Joe” that’s got the pop-
culturejuice- theenergy, the
amusement, the, yes, drama
- that ’ ThePractice” lacks
right now.
® Sitcoms? Are you
kidding? What sitcom is
funnier, week after week,
right now than the spectacle
of Trigatwiging guysaround
her little finger on “The
Bacherloette” or seeing
Corey Feldman cry like a
baby on“TheSurred Life’?
“TheSimpsons,” “CurbYour
Enthusiasm,” sometimes
“Friends,” aways “Andy
Richter Controls the Uni-

verse” (but idiotic Fox is
goingtocancdl it, aren’tyou,
you weasels?). Maybe if
therewerefewer stcomson
theair for awhile, pushed a
Sdeby theredity glut, writers
would step back, reconsider
theform, and comeup with
better laugh-attractors.

® Maybethe networks
will dsoredizethat reality-
TV has spawned things
should be applied to dramas
and sitcoms. Thiswould be
better for the creators, who
could craft their showswith
more care. For proof just
look at British Broadcasting
Company America’'s “The
Office” handsdownthemost
hilar-ious, brilliantly acted,
and produced sitcom of the
year thusfar - anditsrunis
only Sx episodes. Thisshorter
season is easier on busy,
overworked viewers, who
struggleto keep upwith- or
give up on - plotlines on
showsthat get drawn out for
many weeksat atime.
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